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Timeline 

• October 2010: 
– Wandering issue presented at IACC during public comments by 

President of the National Autism Assocaition 
– Safety committee formed to investigate wandering 

• November 2010: 
– Consortium Formed to Study Wandering 

• Jan-Feb 2011: Survey designed 
• March 2011: Survey released to community 

– (Parents of 1218 kids with ASD, 1076 sibs) 
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Timeline 

• February 2011: 
– Letter sent to Secretary Sebelius 

• March 2011: 
– Response received 
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Initial Data Presented April, 2011 

Anderson, Law, et al (KKI/IAN) 
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October, 2011 
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May, 2012 
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October, 2012 
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Anticipatory Guidance Lacking  
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2013 



Other AAP initiatives 

• Presentation by Dr. Susan Hyman and Dr. Susan Levy 
at 2017 AAP meeting. 

• Article in AAP magazine in 2017; another one planned in 
2019 
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March, 2018: Kevin and Avonte’s Law 

• Still no Appropriation for Kevin and Avonte’s Law 
• Autism “alert” 
• GPS tracking devices 
• First Responder training 
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1338 ASD missing and 
“found missing” person cases in 

the U.S. since 2011, 
180 reported fatalities. 



  
 

On average: 20 cases, 
2 to 3 deaths per month. Drowning 

remains leading cause of death. 





 

   

Average Age by Year, 2011 to 2016 

*Current average age for lethality, 15 



  

  

What Increased Lethal/Injury Risk 

 Residential settings, esp. those 
unfamiliar, near water 

 Times of transition, disruption 
 Heightened response to stress 
 Caregiver/staff distracted 
 Commotion, esp. during 

holidays/family gatherings 
 Longer Search Time 
 Police unaware, unprepared 



Last Week 



 Two weeks ago 



Notable Recent Cases 









 

  

  

  

   
   

IACC Impact: 

• April 2010: NAA statement on 
wandering 

• October 2010: NAA IACC 
presentation on wandering 

• April 2011: IAN data 

Data created incredible amount of 
awareness, opened door for resources. 



 

  

   
 

  
  

   
 

NAA Program Impact: 

• Nearly 50,000 NAA Big Red Safety 
Boxes shipped across the U.S. 

• Over $100,000 provided to agencies 
for tracking technology by NAA 

• Ongoing training for agencies, 
families and service professionals 

• No current funding for agency 
resources, tracking and training 



Prevention is Essential. 



Prevention is the Best Response  



 Prevention is the Best Response 



   
    

 

      
      
      

  
 

Too many counties still carry age exclusions. 
Funding for autism and other disabilities needed. 

How to obtain a Bracelet: 
Eligibility Age 60 or older Saginaw County resident Suffering from a 
dementia related illness 
Contact Saginaw County Commission on Aging at (989) 797-6880 
or 1-866-763-6336 
Process Initial Assessment from a Commission on Aging caseworker to 
determine eligibility. Once approved, client will be set up with the 
Lifesaver Bracelet. Staff will make monthly in-home visits to ensure 
equipment is working properly. 







   
  

   
  

 
 

   
   

   
     

Summary 

 Wandering/elopement is still an urgent 
issue in need of federal support 

 Less notifications to NCMEC due to age, 
but more cases overall 

 Major differences in Alzheimer’s versus 
autism, but similar resources needed 

 Increase in average age of lethal cases 
 More agencies requesting training, 

especially centered on interaction 
 Mental health and other conditions 

adding complexity to the issue, more 
discussion needed 
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  B U R E A U  O F  J U S T I C E  A S S I S TA N C E  

The Justice and Mental Health 
Portfolio 

Maria Fryer 
Policy Analyst for Mental Health and 
Substance Addiction 

Programs, Policy Initiatives and Improved Responses 



 

 
 

 Today’s Discussion: 

IMPROVING RESPONSES TO PEOPLE 
WITH AUTISM/IDD AND ALZHEIMER’S 
DISEASE 

THE JUSTICE AND MENTAL HEALTH 
COLLABORATION PROGRAM 

OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT 
INITIATIVES THAT BUILD 
COLLABORATION AND IMPROVE 
RESPONSE 



    

   
  

   
 

LE Enhanced Prevention and Response to Vulnerable Populations 

BJA’s role is to assist law enforcement at 
the state, tribal and local levels: 

Programs and Initiatives that provide the 
foundation to operationalize Kevin and 
Avonte’s Law. What have we learned? 
And, How can we build this together? 



    
   

   
   

   
 

 
    

  
     

 

  Improving Response to People with IDD 

National Center on Criminal Justice & 
Disability (NCCJD) and Serving Safely 
• NCCJD: In 2013, BJA recognized the need to take a closer 

look at the prevalence of people with IDD in the Justice 
System and through the National Arc, the Pathways to 
Justice Program was established. 

• Serving Safely: In 2017, BJA recognized the need to 
increase products and services to support law enforcement 
in their response to  people with MHD and IDD and the first 
National Center, focusing on the delivery of expert TTA in 
both areas, was established. 



  

  

     
  

 

 

NCCJD 

National Center on Criminal Justice & 
Disability (NCCJD) 
• Created in 2013 with funding from Bureau of Justice 

Assistance 
• Advocates at the intersection of criminal justice reform 

and the advancement of disability rights 
– Serve as a bridge connecting the criminal justice and 

disability worlds 
– Build capacity to respond to gaps in existing services 



  

  

  

 

   

  
  

NCCJD 

Why Pathways to Justice? 
Victims/Witnesses 

 Not considered credible 
witnesses 

 Targeted for victimization 
 Difficulties reporting 
 Confuse actions for 

friendship 
 Lack of inclusive services 

Suspects/Defendants 
 Account for mental state 

(competency) 
 “Cloak of competence” 
 Eager to please 
 High risk for false confessions 
 Confused about who is 

responsible



  
 

 

 

 

NCCJD 

Disability Response Teams 
Multidisciplinary Teams of Community

Stakeholders 

DRTs Law 
Enforcement 

Victim 
Services 
Providers 

Attorneys Chapters of 
The Arc 

Disability 
Advocacy 

Organizations 

Self-Advocacy 
Groups 

NCCJD 



NCCJD 

NCCJD 



     
   

Serving Safely: The National Initiative to Enhance Policing for 
Persons with Mental Illness and IDD 



        
      

     
     

   

     
   
   

  

       The National Initiative to Enhance Policing for Persons with Mental Illnesses and 
Developmental Disabilities 

Serving Safely 
“Local law enforcement is most effective when it has the necessary 
guidance and tools to ensure the safety of all residents, particularly 
those who come into contact with the system at higher rates,” said Ron 
Serpas, Retired Police Chief and Professor of Practice at Loyola 
University, New Orleans. 

“Smart initiatives like Serving Safely will be an invaluable source to any 
department committing to building and maintaining trust between law 
enforcement and the communities they serve.” 

To Request Technical Assistance: 
www.vera.org/projects/serving-safely/training-and-technical-assistance 

http://www.vera.org/projects/serving-safely/training-and-technical-assistance


 
 

 
 

The JMHCP Program 

The Justice and Mental Health Collaboration 
Program (JMHCP) supports innovative cross-

system collaboration to improve responses and 
outcomes for individuals with mental illnesses or 
co-occurring mental health and substance abuse 
who come into contact with the justice system. 



  
 

   

  
  

    
    

The JMHCP Program 

Grantees in Category 1, 
2 and 3 

Nearly 122 million dollars in grants to 

482 Awardees from across the nation 

Representing 49 states and two U.S. 
territories, American Samoa and Guam 

1 

JMHCP also provides resources for unfunded communities 
with Training and Technical Assistance. 



  
     

    
 

  
        

      

 
      

 

The JMHCP Program 

• Category 1: Collaborative County Approaches 
 ID and train stakeholders, SIM mapping, service gap analysis, data 

collection, process evaluation, validated screening and assessment, 
connections to treatment. 

• Category 2: Law Enforcement Strategies 
 Law enforcement response model, review of policies and procedures, 

MOUs with behavioral health, baseline data, peer to peer learning. 

• Category 3: Implementation and Expansion 
 Enhancing Law Enforcement, Courts, Pretrial, Corrections, direct 

services, wrap around services. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

     

    

  

       
      

Law Enforcement Initiatives 

The Law Enforcement-Mental Health Learning Sites 
The sites serve as national learning sites to expand knowledge, by providing peer-to-peer 
learning for law enforcement agencies; and respond to technical assistance requests from 
the field. 

1. Arlington (MA) Police Department* 

2. Houston (TX) Police Department 

3. Jackson County (OH) Sheriff's 

Office* 

4. Los Angeles (CA) Police Department 

5. Madison (WI) Police Department 

6. Madison County (TN) Sheriff's Office* 

7. Portland (ME) Police Department 

8. Salt Lake City (UT) Police Department 

9. Tucson (AZ) Police Department* 

10.  University of Florida Police 

Department 



 

  
       

      

Online and Mobile Resources for Law Enforcement 

A comprehensive online reference that provides resources for law enforcement agencies 
to partner with mental health providers to effectively respond to calls for service, improve 

outcomes for people with mental illnesses, and advance the safety of all. 

www.bja.gov/pmhc 

www.bja.gov/pmhc


  
  

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Police-Mental Health Collaboration Framework 

• Draws upon the experience of 
most advanced PMHCs in the 
nation 

• Articulates the core components 
of a comprehensive and robust 
PMHC that can produce 
improvements in communitywide 
outcomes 

• Shifts the focus away from stand-
alone training or small-scale 
programs/teams toward 
agencywide collaborative 
responses and metrics-driven 
performance management 

Policies & 
Procedures 

Quality
Training 

Resources 
and Service 
Connections 

Core Metrics 
1. Increased 

connections to 
resources 

2. Fewer arrests 

3. Reduced repeat 
encounters 

4. Reduced use of 
force 

Leadership
Commitment 

Collect & 
Analyze Data 

Review & 
Improve 

Performance 



 

  
 

  
 

 
 
  

The Stepping Up Initiative 

Launched in May 2015 
Vision: 

There will be 
fewer people 
with mental 

illnesses in jails 
than there are 

today 

https://youtu.be/CcecllWKDB4


    
  

The Stepping Up Initiative 

Almost 461 counties across 43 states have committed to 
reduce the number of people with mental illnesses in jails. 



Guidance for Implementing The Stepping Up Initiative 

The Six Questions Guide 

process analysis & inventory of services? 

Is our leadership committed? 

Do we conduct timely screening and 
assessments? 

Do we have baseline data? 

Have we conducted a comprehensive 

Have we prioritized policy, practice, and 
funding improvements? 

Do we track progress? 

1
2
3
4
5
6

 
 

 

    
  

    

  



 
 

   Implementing the Six Questions and Getting Guidance 

Project Coordinator’s 
Handbook 

Online County Self-
Assessment 

Series of 
Briefs 



   

    

   

       

Enhanced Prevention and Response to Vulnerable Populations 

Going Forward: 
• Exploring what has been done: what works, what 

doesn’t work 
• What do we know/ don’t know? 
• Gaps in knowledge 
• Gaps in service 
• How can we leverage what we have and help each 

other? 



 

 

 
 
 

 Resources and Handouts 

Additional Resources: 
• Justice and Mental Health Resources list 
• Law Enforcement-Mental Health Resources 
• Justice and Mental Health Program Brief 
• Serving Safely one-pager 
• PMHC/Effective Community Responses P-C 
• Pathways to Justice Handout and Information 



 

 

Contact Information: 

Maria C. Fryer..…Maria.Fryer@usdoj.gov 

Thank you! 

mailto:Fryer..�Maria.Fryer@usdoj


 

    

NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING 
& EXPLOITED CHILDREN 

NCMEC’s Response to Children Missing with Autism 

IACC Meeting 2019 



  

   

    

 
   

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children 

 Founded in 1984 

 Nonprofit, non-governmental organization 

 National resource center for families, law 
enforcement and other professionals 

 Assistance to more than 18,000 law 
enforcement agencies 

 Headquartered in Virginia, with regional 
offices in California, Florida, New York and 
Texas 

Learn more at missingkids.org

https://missingkids.org


   

   

     

      

   

     

NCMEC Data & Autism: What Have We Learned? 

Data reported to NCMEC: January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2016 

• 952 children with autism reported missing to NCMEC 

• A majority of missing children with autism were male (74%) 

• Endangered Runaways made up 61% of intaked cases of children with autism 

• The second most common case type was the Lost, Injured or Otherwise Missing 
(20%). 



 

        
 

      

     

         

  

Additional NCMEC Data 

Recovery time: 

 48% of children with autism reported missing to NCMEC were recovered within one 
day of going missing 

 74% were recovered within one week 

Deceased children: 

• 43 missing children with autism were recovered deceased (4% of the total 952). 

• 72% of the time, manner of death was described as accidental 

• For 65% of deceased missing children with autism, drowning was listed as the official 
cause of death. 

Data reported to NCMEC: January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2016 



Texas City, TX - 2019 



NCMEC’s Response 



   

 

  

 

 

Building Awareness 

• Law Enforcement Checklist, Questionnaire, Search Considerations 

• Call Center Protocol 

• “Train the Trainer” 

• Awareness materials and publications 

• Focus Group 

• Sensory Friendly First Responder Event 

• Partnerships and Trainings 



Notifications 

NAA 

NIXLE 

NEXT DOOR 

NCMEC 
Call 

Center 



 Lafayette, LA - 2018 



      
  

  

 
 

  
 

  

Team Adam Consultants 

Team Adam will deploy on cases of missing children with special needs 
Specialized Team Adam search personnel may also deploy 

Quickly provide law enforcement with the following recommendations: 
Investigative measures 

o Sex Offenders/Attempted Abductions 
Search and rescue measures 
Recovery and reunification measures 
Other supporting resources 

o Families: Victim Services Support referrals 



  Team Adam & CART Initiative 



  Sensory Friendly First Responder Events 



OTHER RISKS 



Case Illustrations 



 

      
        

   

        
       

     

Children with Autism in Foster Care 

• Fifteen percent of reported children with autism were missing from 
foster care. They were more likely to be Endangered Runaways (79%) 
and older teens (a mean age of 15) 

• A little over half (54%) of children with autism who were missing 
from group or foster care were recovered within a week after they 
went missing. 

Data reported to NCMEC: January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2016 



   Results: “Train the Trainer” State Trooper Participant 



 

 

         
     

Thank you! Questions? 

Leemie Kahng-Sofer 
Missing Children Division 
1-877-446-2632 ext. 2161 
Lkahng-sofer@ncmec.org 

@MissingKids 
cmfc.missingkids.org 

www.missingkids.org 

MissingKids 

1-800-THE-LOST® 

Points of view or opinions expressed in this webinar are those of the presenter(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position or policies of OJJDP or the U.S. Department of Justice. 

mailto:Lkahng-sofer@ncmec.org
http://www.missingkids.org/
https://cmfc.missingkids.org


    

            

   For more resources please visit 
MissingKids.org 

For complete copyright and grant information, visit MissingKids.com/Legal 

Copyright © 2017 National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. All rights reserved. 

https://MissingKids.com/Legal
https://MissingKids.org
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